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Reading Camus's The Plague in Time of
Covid-19
Albert Camus shot into literary

prominence with the publication of The
stranger, the philosophical novel in 1942
One of the greatest philosophers, authors
and the journalists of French literature
outside of the metropolitan brethren, Albert
Camus since his childhood had
experienced the hardships of life. Just after
he was born in 1913, he lost his father and
shifted with his mother, maternal
grandmother and a paralyzed uncle to the
small apartments in Algeria. The spark of
genius in Camus was heralded by his
school teacher, Louis Germain whom he
paid his loyalty as a disciple by dedicating
his speech at the time of receiving the
Nobel Prize for literature in 1947. Albert
Camus is noted as the youngest recipient
of this prestigious, international award for
literature. Germain had inspired him to
learn and helped him to success in school
scholarship exams in 1923 which was the
first achievement of his life. His literary
career began in with the publication of
collection of essays, L'envers et I' endroit
(wrong side and the right side) in 1937
which deals with his family history and his
second collection ‘of essays titled 'Noces'
(Nuptials) came out in 1938 through which
he dealt with the nauture in country side.

Albert Camus' philosophical work came
out in France where he was arrived to get
cured from his second stroke of illness of
tuberculosis. It is telling that, "taking room
in a farmhouse of Le Panelier, a small
village in the mountains of Massif Central in
France, where he was forced to arrive to
seek cure from the tuberculosis he
completed his first cycle of absurdist."
(Robert, 2020) Here, in isolation in 1942,
Camus has worked on his most discussed,
trend setting novel The Stranger and his
philosophical essay, The Myth of Sysiphus.
His philosophical views depicted in these
classics created sensation among the
scholars. He viewed life from the absurdist
point of view.

His novel The stranger and subsequent

writing is grounded on his theory of
absurdity propounded through the myth of
Sysiphus. Camus believes that the man's
attempt to find meaning in life worth to live
or die are futile. He dismisses all forms of
rational analysis. He writes: that universal
reason, practical or ethical that
determinism, those categories that explain

3 everything are enough to make a decent

man laugh. (MS, 21) His main concern in
this legendary book relies to relate to
sketch the ways of living our lies so as to
make them worth living despite there being
meaningless.

Today at the backdrop of the current
outbreak of the world pandemic caused by
the novel coronavirus when all the world is
shut inside the door, locked down to break
the cycle of spread of contagious viral
disease, the time seemed to be stopped at
once. It has given a longer time and more
Space to introspect and to act upon.
Naturally the scholarly people turn to the
history to find the the counterpart for the
present situation with-hope to find solutions
of the present calamity. Tere is lot of
literature on epidemics and pandemic in
the world the most striking of them is the
book by Albert Camus the Plague which
was published in 1947 the year when he
was awarded the Nobel prize for literature.
Regarding the greatness of the brook the
critic Robert Zeretsky noted that the plague
is locus classicus to deal with. The origin of
the book lies with the reason of human
goodness. The event experienced by the
Albert camins during his stay at Le
Panelier, in 1942 has deep reaching
impact as inspiration for this book. In the
nearby village called Chambon-sur-
Lignon, the head man of the village known
as pastor, André Trocmé, had saved the
lives of more than 3,000 Jewish refugees
during the war. When a Vichy official
demanded to know if Trocmé was hiding
Jews, the pastor replied: “We do not know
what a Jew is. We know only men”. Camus
never revealed what he knew about
Chambon, but it is telling that the village's
doctor was named Rioux.

Shubham Yamgawali (B.A.llI year)
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH REPORT -2021-22
Following the directives of the college IQAC, the department of English constituted "English

Language Association" of the students representatives as a study forum functioning to boost
~ interest towards the study of English language and to enhance the use of language for day to day
academic purpose in the meeting of the faculties of this department on dated 14 October 2021.
After discussing about the students's level of perceptions, capacity to use and understand the
English of both the stream B. A. and B. Com. names were invited and suggestions that occurred
were included in the constitute body of this " English Language Association" the name accepted
with common consent in this meeting and to be used refer for further actions. Following are the

name s of students office bearer with their designation related to their assigned responsibility.

1. Rohini Amarsing Rathod B A. 3 (President)

2. Rupali Chandu Dethe, B A. 3 (Vice President)
3. Rushabh Pradip Ambarka, B A. (Secretory)

4. Sandhya Gajanan Wankhade, B A. 3 (Member)

5. Mayuri Bhaskat B. Com. 2 (Member)

6. R. M Sadanshiv (Convenor)

The above body of students is recognized as "English Language Association" under the

department of English of the college and one faculty R. M Sadanshiassigned as convenor.
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D)
2)

3)

4)

3)
6)

Orientation for students Date-1/ 08/2019
Books Exhibiton Two Days- 12,12/09/2019
Guest : Dr. Ashish Raut (......)

Essay Competition on 2nd October 2019,

| (Gandhi Jayanti)

Reading inspirational Day and New Arrival books
Exhibition Date:15/10/2019

Ng:wArrival Books Exhibition: Date 3/1/2020
Educational Visit to Babuji Deshmukh Nagar
vachanalaya. Date:20/02/2020. Barshitakli, Dist.
Akola.
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] Shri.B.P.Pawar (Ex.P rincipal)
M.A.Political Sci. M.A.Pub.Adm.,M.A History.
3 M.A Sociology, M.A.Economics.,B.Ed.,D.P.Ed
fe -Founder Secretary-
: T Shamki Mata Shikshan and Krida Prasarak
! Mandal Umari (BK) Dist.Washim
A
R Introduction of Society
qei .
T Shamki Mata Shikshan and Krida Prasarak Mandal Umari (BK) Dist. Washim is founded in
aE 1980 with the aim to promote education for unprievilaged and Under previlaged sections of society.
Sudhakarrao Naik Arts, Science & Umashankar Khetan Commerce Jr. College Akola is established in
gy 1984-85 & Sudhakarrao Naik Arts and Umashankar Khetan Commerce College Akolais established in
&l 1986-87. Itis approved by Maharashtra Govt. and affiliated to Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University
Amravatl.
e Along with this College the follwing Institutions are run by the Society.
R 1) SudhakarNaik Junior College (Arts, Commerce), Mangrulpir Dist. Washim.
XEDl 2) Nath Vidhyalaya, Mangrulpir Dist. Washim
R J 3) Late Shri. Vasantrao Naik Public Taluka Granthalaya, Mangrulpir, Dist. Washim
= )
arafy 4) Lal Bahadur Shastri Sarwajanik Wachnalaya, Dapura (Kd.) Dist. Washim.
TR 5) Nehru Granthalaya, Manora Dist. Washim. :
6) Central Govt. aided project of informal Education centre, Manora, Dist. Washim. (1987-88)
¥ailde
7) Nutan Sarwaj anik Wachanalaya, Barshitakli, Dist. Akola.
TIlaR « : '
8) Smt. Sumantai Naik Vimukta J amati Ashram Shala, Jam (Vasu) Tq. Barshitakli Dist. Akola.
9) Priyadarshini Vidyalaya,J am (Vasu) Tq. Barshitakli Dist. Akola.
10) ShamkiMata Sarwajanik Wachanalaya, Umari (Bk) Tq. Manora Dist. Washim.
11) Tilak Granthalaya, Shelu Bazar, Tq. Mangrulpir Dist. Washim
12) Shri. Sant Sevadas Maharaj Sarwajanik Wachanalaya, Jam (Vasu) Tq. Barshitakli, Dist. Akola.
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